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What weoOl |l expl

AStudentsdé and parentsa®d
high and rising
A How to respect and support these aspirations

while also preparing students for employment
IS a goal of career academies: offer college

prep plus
A Pilot project to increase college readiness

A Collegetools web site

A New admission procedures for UC freshmen
starting 2012 ?



High school students expect college

Figure 1B8. Percentage of 10th-graders who expected to attain various levels of education:
1980, 1990, and 2002
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Parents think college Is necessary

Source: Public Agenda
1999

Helpful, but not necessary
35%

Not that important
3%

Absolutely necessary
62%




and getting moreso

Source: American Council on Education 2001

About the same, 19%

Less important, 3%

Don't know/ Refused

More important, 77% 1%




Why college?

A Great investment, financially i increased
earnings on average yield about a 10% return
on money and time a person invests In
college education

A Other benefits to individuals: health, access
to science and culture, etc.

A Benefits to society: civic engagement



California falling behind

A California ranks 48th in the proportion of H.S.
grads who enroll in a 4-year college

A California ranks 40th in the proportion of H.S.
grads who earn a B.A. In six years

A CSU and UC account for 2/3 of 4-year
college enrollment in California, so their

reguirements have a lot to do with access to
college

A Non-affluent and students of color are under-
represented at UC and CSU




UC racial/ethnic admission gap

Underrepresented Minorities as a Percentage of California Public High School

Graduates and New UC Freshmen, Systemwide, Fall 1989 to Fall 2006*
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Challenge for high schools:

Large majority of students expect to complete
college, and parents want them to

BUT

only about 30 percent of all 25-29 year-olds In
the U.S. actwually have
degrees (Digest of Education Statistics)



Career academy strategy:
College prep plus

A Give high priority to preparing all students so
that they have the option of attending college
If and when they want to do so

A Also prepare students for employment

ABest way to achieve fARa
nNncoll ege and career r ea
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CASN pilot project in 6 schools,
2005-2009

A Enhance college-going culture schoolwide

A Use Transcript Evaluation Service (TES) to:

1. advise individual students about progress
toward eligibility for UC and CSU

2. Identify shortages of college-prep classes

A Teacher teams in academies and SLCs get
more involved in college counseling
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Collegetools web site

http://collegetools.berkeley.edu
5 main sections:
1. Advancing college-going culture

2.Increasing access to college-pr e p-g @ i a
courses

3. Evaluating transcripts
4.Role of career academies and SLCs
5. More resources

12
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college tools
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Helping Callfornia schools prepare students for college and careers
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SEARCH

I

Advanced search

A Tool Kit for California High Schools

College Tools for Schools is for California high schools eager to prepare more
students for college and careers.

For background on this website and the goals of the College Tools project, see the
About page. Challenge for Schools explains why schools should give top priority to
making college an option for all students.

Contents:

e Advancing College-Going Culture
How to show students the importance of college, barriers to college

attendance, and steps to overcome them. How teachers and counselors build
college-going culture.

e Increasing Access to "a-g" Curriculum
Requirements for UC and CSU, and how to fulfill them over 4 years of high
school. How schools develop and expand "a-g" courses.

¢ Transcript Evaluation
How to analyze transcripts to see whether students are on a path to meeting
college requirements. How to access the Transcript Evaluation Service, which
electronically analyzes transcripts in relation to college-preparation
benchmarks at each grade level.

e SLCs and Career Academies
Small learning communities (SLCs) and career academies can strengthen
college-going culture and increase college readiness. Examples of promising
practices in SLCs organized by theme or by grade level.

¢ More Resources
User's Guide
Glossary of terms used in this website

Looking for college enroliment information?

For information on application and enrollment
requirements for specific colleges and career programs in
California, please visit their websites. Our Enrollment page
offers some good starting points.

College Tools for parents

Resources for parents who want to help their children
prepare for college, beginning with an answer to a basic
question: why college?

Para Padres y Familiares

These resources are available in Spanish.

Website design by Nick Despota, Lumina Med!ia Production
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Advancing College-Going

’In this section

» 1. What s a college-going culture?

2. Why a special focus on this issue,
especially for low-income and
ethnic/minority students?

3. How do attitudes of teachers and
counselors affect college-going?

4. What reasons do students give for
not wanting to attend college?

5. Why do we need to affect the
“culture” of the school?

6. Principles of building a
college-going culture

7. How to begin a conversation and
use data to assess the college-going
culture at your school

8. Planning and setting goals

9. College-going best practices (K-12)
UCB, Center for Educational
Partnerships

10. College-going best practices
(K-12) from partner schools

11. Building college-going for parents
and families

Advancing College-Going Culture

What is a college-going culture?

Jump to Resources

College-going culture refers to the environment, attitudes, and practices in
schools and communities that encourage students and their families to
obtain the information, tools, and perspective to enhance access to and
success in post-secondary education.

Three necessary elements are:

1. Students learn about options for their future, careers and the
education they require, as early as elementary school, with a specific
focus beginning in middle school.

2. Schools convey the expectation that all students can prepare for the
opportunity to attend and be successful in post-secondary
education.

3. Schools, families, and communities give students the same message of high expectations for their
future.

In addition to college-going, the broad goal is for students to believe they can have a great future, and that
they can plan and prepare for many options leading to a creative and productive life after high school.
Students may think they know what they want, but we know their interests and career aspirations may and
most likely will change, and they need to be prepared for those possibilities. Students need to know that
there are many paths they can take to have a successful life journey.

See below for a link to an article on how a college-going culture fits into the broader agenda of equitable
college access.

Resources
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In this section Increasing Access to "a-g" Curriculum

F

What are the "a-g" requirements?
» 1. What are the "a-g" requirements?

Jump to Resources

The University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU)
require entering freshmen to complete certain courses in high school.
These courses are called the "a-g" courses because of the letter each
subject area is assigned: "a" is for History/Social Science, "b" is for
English, and so on. To receive "a-g" credit, a high school course must be
certified through the UC course approval process.

2. What does a sample "a-g" high
school program look like?

3. What is the relationship of “a-g" to
high school graduation requirements?

4. What s a high school "a-g" list?
What is Doorways? Why do these

matter? i . P . i .
Here is the list of "a-g", with the number of years required in each subject.
5. Overview of master schedule and UC recommends additional yvears in some areas as indicated.

“a-g" analysis 2 . :
9 Y a. History/Social Science (2 years)

6. Collect the documents .
b. English (4 years)

7. Start the analysis

¢. Mathematics (3 vears, UC recommends 4)

8. A closer look -
d. Laboratory Science (2 years, UC recommends 3)

i el e. Language Other than English (2 years, UC recommends 3)

10. Emerging Practices in Increasing

. f. Visual/Performing Arts (1 year)
Access to "a-g" Curriculum

g. College Preparatory Elective (1 year)

Resources

“a-g” Guide
University of California Office of the President
This site provides extensive guidance on all topics related to the a-g requirements.




v pJruLtuudlico 11Ul 11collliiall
admission, starting with 2012

entertng—<ctass

Applications from students who meet the following
requirements will receive a comprehensive

review at each campus to which they apply:

I Compl et e at -gloeaoturlslesnay
junior year with a minimum grade of C in each (at
least 15 a-g courses required by graduation)

I Earn a 3.0 GPA (with a maximum of 8 honors
points)

I Take the ACT with Writing or SAT Reasoning
Test



Tests required for applicants for
admission as freshmen in 2012

A Take the ACT or SAT by December of senior
year

A SAT Subject Tests, AP and IB exams are
optional but can demonstrate proficiency in a
particular academic area

A More information:
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/el
gibilitychanges/

17



What 0s compr ehen

Admissions officers look beyond the required test
scores and grades to e\
academic and other achievements in light of the
opportunities available to them and the capacity
each student demonstrates to contribute to the
intellectual life of the campus.

UC campuses have been required to do this since
2001.

18



UC comprehensive review factors

UC campuses consider the following factors in their
evaluations:

UAcademi c grade pgionftoayv
iIncluding additional points for up to 8 semesters
of honors courses

U Scores on the ACT with Writing or SAT
Reasoning Test

U Number and content of and performance In
academic courses beyond
requirements

19



UC comprehensive review factors
(continued)

U Number of and performance in University-
approved honors courses and Advanced
Placement, International Baccalaureate and
transferable college courses

U Ranking in the top 9 percent of high school
class at the end of 11" grade

U Quality of senior-year program, as measured
by the type and number of academic
courses in progress or planned

U Outstanding work in one or more special
projects in any academic field of study

20



UC comprehensive review

Factors(continued)

U Quality of academic performance relative
to the educational opportunities available In
the high school

U Outstanding performance in one or more
academic subject areas

U Recent marked improvement in academic
performance

U Special talents, achievements and awards

21



UC comprehensive review factors
(continued)

U Completion of special projects

UAcademic accompl i shment
life experiences and special circumstances

U Location of secondary school and residence

After thoroughly reviewing all applications,
campuses select their freshman class.

22



Guaranteed admission to UC

Starting in 2012, California resident applicants will
be guaranteed a place at UC if they:

UMeet UCOSsS numeri cal | N
scores, Or

U Are in the top 9 percent of their high school
class at the end of junior year after completing
11 speg@iof icouMa e s

Continuing current policy, applicants who qualify

for guarantee but are not admitted to a campus

to which they apply will be referred to another

campus.

23



Specific requirements for guarantee

A To be considered for top 9% of school, 11 courses at
end of junior year must include: 1 year of
history/social science, 2 years of English, 2 years of
math, 1 year of lab science, 1 year of language other
t han English, andgdd odilhreges

A To take advantage of the guarantee, all students
must take the ACT or SAT by December of their
senior year and compbete tt
requirements with satisfactory grades by the end of
their senior year spring semester

24
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’In this section

» 1. Why is it important?
2. What is on a transcript?

3. What do | need to analyze a
transcript?

4. Step-by-step transcript evaluation

5. How do | figure out a student’s
GPA?

6. How do | determine whether a
student is CSU and/or UC eligible?

7. What about students without
traditional schedule or high school
experience?

8. I've analyzed the transcript, now
how do | develop a 4-year high school
plan?

9. Community college and the transfer
pathway

10. Creative ways of getting students
"back on track" for UC/CSU

11. The Transcript Evaluation Service
(TES)

Transcript Evaluation to Increase College-Going
Why is it important?

Jump to Resources

A transcript is the most important academic record of what a student has
accomplished throughout their high school career. It contains a complete
record of their courses and grades, as well as personal information like the
student’s age and home address.

Using the transcript, those advising students can help them develop a
four-year high school plan, beginning, if possible, in middle school. This
plan can then be updated and revised as needed throughout high school.
School staff and/or outreach staff from institutions of higher education
can help with this. The evaluation of a student’s transcript and the review
of his or her four-year plan is something that should be done at least once
every academic year.

While the transeript is important for helping students make informed

choices about coursework, it is also a vital tool for those advising students about their goals, options and
opportunities. It also can help students shape their future educational and career paths. As educators, we
have a responsibility to encourage and support students by providing as many positive options as possible,
while being realistic and pragmatic. The quality of the advice we give students can determine the trajectory
of their future. For this reason, families and educators should pay close attention to students’ transcripts -
both what is currently on them and what they will look like in the future - so that students are prepared
fully to develop their educational and career paths.

This section of the website gives access to multiple tools and resources to help support schools and
educators in conducting transcript evaluations and providing information to ensure that all students are
prepared for all post-secondary options following high school.




Transcript Evaluation Service Benchmarks

a-g Subject Area

Other a-g
Math (Algebra l)

English

oth Grade

=1 Year (2 semesters)

Other a-g

Other a-g

Other a-g

Other a-g

Other a-g

History/Social Science

Language i Non English

Math (Algebra II)
Math (Geometry)

Math (Geometry)
Math (Algebra Il)

English
English

10 Grade

Other a-g (elective)

Visual & Performing Arts

History/Social Science

History/Social Science

Language 1 Non English

Language 1 Non English

Math (Algebra II)
Math (Geometry)
Math (Algebra I)

Math (Algebra I)

English

English

English

11th Grade

English
English
English

English

12t Grade & Graduates

www.transcriptevaluationservice.com



A-G Course Completion by 2006 Graduates
-
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51%
Lab Sci. (d) | 70%
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Hisotry/ Social Sci. (a) 65%
41%
79%
VPA (f) 86%
68%
71%
Other (g) | 92%
51%
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Sanchez, J. (2008) www.transcriptevaluationservice.com © 2007 UC Regents



Change for One Student Cohort Over 2 Years

Grade 9 in 2004/05 Grade 11 in 2006/07

18% |
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° Close*
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2 Years Later
0
Close* 2
(n=92)
Not Meeting Not Meeting

¥ Student who are close are missing upoétgradeolryelr end nii mame mtes) cthonaMKBT t
Source: Transcript Evaluation Service 2005/06 data extract.

Sanchez, J. (2008) www.transcriptevaluationservice.com © 2007 UC Regents



Change at One School Over 2 Years
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