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What weôll explain

ÅStudentsô and parentsô college aspirations are 

high and rising

ÅHow to respect and support these aspirations 

while also preparing students for employment 

is a goal of career academies: offer college 

prep plus

ÅPilot project to increase college readiness

ÅCollegetools web site

ÅNew admission procedures for UC freshmen 

starting 2012 2



High school students expect college
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Source: NCES Youth Indicators 2005



Parents think college is necessary
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Absolutely necessary 
62%

Helpful, but not necessary 
35%

Not that important  
3%

Source: Public Agenda 

1999



and getting moreso
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More important, 77%

About the same, 19%

Less important, 3%

Don't know/ Refused 
1%

Source: American Council on Education 2001



Why college?

ÅGreat investment, financially ïincreased 

earnings on average yield about a 10% return 

on money and time a person invests in 

college education 

ÅOther benefits to individuals: health, access 

to science and culture, etc.

ÅBenefits to society: civic engagement
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California falling behind

ÅCalifornia ranks 48th in the proportion of H.S. 

grads who enroll in a 4-year college

ÅCalifornia ranks 40th in the proportion of H.S. 

grads who earn a B.A. in six years

ÅCSU and UC account for 2/3 of 4-year 
college enrollment in California, so their 
requirements have a lot to do with access to 
college

ÅNon-affluent and students of color are under-
represented at UC and CSU
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UC racial/ethnic admission gap
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Challenge for high schools:

Large majority of students expect to complete 

college, and parents want them to

BUT

only about 30 percent of all 25-29 year-olds in 

the U.S. actually have completed bachelorôs 

degrees (Digest of Education Statistics) 
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Career academy strategy:

College prep plus

ÅGive high priority to preparing all students so 

that they have the option of attending college 

if and when they want to do so

ÅAlso prepare students for employment

ÅBest way to achieve ñRace to the Topò goal of 

ñcollege and career readinessò
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CASN pilot project in 6 schools, 

2005-2009

Å Enhance college-going culture schoolwide

Å Use Transcript Evaluation Service (TES) to: 

1. advise individual students about progress 
toward eligibility for UC and CSU

2. identify shortages of college-prep classes

Å Teacher teams in academies and SLCs get 

more involved in college counseling
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Collegetools web site

http://collegetools.berkeley.edu

5 main sections:

1.Advancing college-going culture

2. Increasing access to college-prep (ña-gò) 

courses

3.Evaluating transcripts

4.Role of career academies and SLCs

5.More resources
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http://collegetools.berkeley.edu
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UC procedures for freshman 

admission, starting with 2012 

entering class
Applications from students who meet the following 

requirements will receive a comprehensive 

review at each campus to which they apply:

ïComplete at least 11 ña-gò courses by the end of 
junior year with a minimum grade of C in each (at 
least 15 a-g courses required by graduation)

ïEarn a 3.0 GPA (with a maximum of 8 honors 
points)

ïTake the ACT with Writing or SAT Reasoning 
Test
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Tests required for applicants for 

admission as freshmen in 2012

ÅTake the ACT or SAT by December of senior 
year

ÅSAT Subject Tests, AP and IB exams are 
optional but can demonstrate proficiency in a 
particular academic area

ÅMore information: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/eli
gibilitychanges/
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Whatôs comprehensive review?

Admissions officers look beyond the required test 

scores and grades to evaluate applicantsô 

academic and other achievements in light of the 

opportunities available to them and the capacity 

each student demonstrates to contribute to the 

intellectual life of the campus.

UC campuses have been required to do this since 

2001.
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UC comprehensive review factors

UC campuses consider the following factors in their 
evaluations:

üAcademic grade point average in ña-gò courses, 
including additional points for up to 8 semesters 
of honors courses

üScores on the ACT with Writing or SAT 
Reasoning Test

üNumber and content of and performance in 
academic courses beyond the minimum ña-gò 
requirements
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UC comprehensive review factors 
(continued)

üNumber of and performance in University-
approved honors courses and Advanced 
Placement, International Baccalaureate and 
transferable college courses

üRanking in the top 9 percent of high school 
class at the end of 11th grade

üQuality of senior-year program, as measured 
by the type and number of academic 
courses in progress or planned

üOutstanding work in one or more special 
projects in any academic field of study
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UC comprehensive review 

factors (continued)

üQuality of academic performance relative 
to the educational opportunities available in 
the high school

üOutstanding performance in one or more 
academic subject areas

üRecent marked improvement in academic 
performance

üSpecial talents, achievements and awards
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UC comprehensive review factors
(continued)

üCompletion of special projects 

üAcademic accomplishments in light of studentôs 
life experiences and special circumstances

üLocation of secondary school and residence

After thoroughly reviewing all applications, 

campuses select their freshman class.
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Guaranteed admission to UC

Starting in 2012, California resident applicants will 

be guaranteed a place at UC if they:

üMeet UCôs numerical index of grades and test 

scores, or

üAre in the top 9 percent of their high school 
class at the end of junior year after completing 
11 specific ña-gò courses

Continuing current policy, applicants who qualify 

for guarantee but are not admitted to a campus 

to which they apply will be referred to another 

campus.



Specific requirements for guarantee

ÅTo be considered for top 9% of school, 11 courses at 

end of junior year must include: 1 year of 

history/social science, 2 years of English, 2 years of 

math, 1 year of lab science, 1 year of language other 

than English, and 4 other yearlong ña-gò courses

ÅTo take advantage of the guarantee, all students 

must take the ACT or SAT by December of their 

senior year and complete the remaining ña-gò 

requirements with satisfactory grades by the end of 

their senior year spring semester
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www.transcriptevaluationservice.com

Transcript Evaluation Service Benchmarks

Math (Algebra II)
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www.transcriptevaluationservice.com

¥ Student who are close are missing up to 2 course requirements to MEET the óa-gô grade level minimum benchmarks.

Source: Transcript Evaluation Service 2006/07 data extract.  

A-G Course Completion by 2006 Graduates

© 2007 UC RegentsSanchez, J. (2008)
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www.transcriptevaluationservice.com

¥ Student who are close are missing up to 2 course requirements to MEET the óa-gô grade level minimum benchmarks.

Source: Transcript Evaluation Service 2005/06 data extract.  

Change for One Student Cohort Over 2 Years
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2 Years Later



Change at One School Over 2 Years
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